The prevalence of lower third molar impaction is 45% (Bjork 1956) , and the possibility of predicting impaction of third molars has stimulated investigations from Henry & Morant (1936) to Tait & Williams (1978) . The basis for such investigations is the measurement of the space available between the ascending ramus and the second permanent molar compared to the mesiodistal width of the third molar crown, called the space-width ratio. The measurements have been made on a variety of radiographs. As a result of their comparisons, Oliver & Basford (1981) concluded that the rotated tomograph (OPG) yielded the most accurate estimate of space-width ratio followed by the 60 degree rotated cephalogram.
changes following lower second molar extractions (Smith 1958 , Cryer 1967 have shown good position of the third molars in approximately half of the cases. Careful case selection at crown formation stage of the third molars is required for a successful outcome. It is not appropriate in the late teens as an alternative to immediate extraction of third molars.
